IN THE CLAIMS 

Please cancel Claims 2-76, without prejudice. 



Please add the following claims. 



\ I 77. A combination for controlling anrflow between an air hose and an inflatable 
thermal device, comprising: \ 

' at least one inlet port in the inflatable thermal device for being coupled with an end of the 
air hose; and 1 

a mechanism disposed in the air hose ne ar the end for opening to enable airflow out of 
the end when the end is coupled with the inlet port. 

78. The combination of claim 77 in wl lich the mechanism cooperates with the inlet 



port independently of the rotational alignment of 



the end in the inlet port. 



79. The combination of claim 77 in Which the end has a diameter and the mechanism 
includes a valve with a flap having a diameter s jbstantially the same as the end diameter. 

80. The combination of claim 79 in which the valve includes a hinge lever to 
cooperate with the inlet port to prevent the flap/from blocking the flow of air when the end is 
coupled with the inlet port. 



81 . The combination of claim 79 in which the valve includes seating cams to 
cooperate with the inlet port to prevent the flap from blocking the flow of air when the end is 
coupled with the inlet port. 

82. The combination of claim 79 in which the valve includes a gear rack mounted 
lever to cooperate with the inlet port to prevent the flap from blocking the flow of air when the 
end is coupled with the inlet port . 

83. The combination of claim^79 further including a first magnet in the air hose, a 
second magnet in the mechanism, wherein the first magnet cooperates with the second magnet 
to enable the flap to block the flow of air when the end is not coupled with the inlet port. 
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84. A method for controlling air flow in a^system including an inflatable thermal 
device, an air hose having(two)ends, at least one ink it port in the inflatable thermal device for 
receiving apend of the air hose, and the air hose inc luding a mechanism near ^ end to control 
the flow of pressurized air through the end, comprising: 

coupling t^> end with the inlet port; 

operating the mechanism in response to th£ coupling to permit an airflow out of the end; 

and 

operating the inflatable thermal device in/response to the airflow. 

85. The method of claim 84 in which operating the mechanism includes openin^p 
mechanism. 



86. The method of claim 84 wherein the mechanism includes a flap, and operating 
the mechanism includes moving the flap in response to coupling, in order to permit airflow. 

87. The method of claim 86 wherein the mechanism includes a hinge lever 
connected to the flap, and moving the/flap includes the hinge lever cooperating with the inlet 
port to prevent the flap from blocking/the airflow while the end is joined with the inlet port. 

88. The method of claim 86 wherein the mechanism includes seating cams attached 
to the flap, and moving the flap includes the seating cams cooperating with the inlet port to 
prevent the flap from blocking th4 flow of air while the end is joined with the inlet port. 

89. The method o^daini 86 wherein the mechanism includes a gear rack mounted 
lever; and moving the flap includes the gear rack mounted lever cooperating with the inlet port 
to prevent the flap from blocking airflow. 



90. The method of claim 84, further including 
decoupling the end from the inlet port; and, 

in response to the decoupling, operating the mechanism to block airflow through the end 
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91 . The method of claim 90 whereih the mechanism includes a flap that 
blocks the airflow through the end, and operatino the mechanism to block includes moving the 
flap in response to decoupling in order to block airflow. 



92. The method of claim 91 the system further including a first magnet in the air hose 
and a second magnet in the mechanism, and in which moving the flap includes the first magnet 
cooperating with the second magnet to retain/the flap in a position in the end at which the flap 
blocks airflow through the end. / 

93. The method of claim 91 , wherein moving the flap in response to decoupling 
includes moving the flap to a first position/in the end at which the valve is closed. 

94. The method of claim 93 wherein moving the flap in response to coupling includes 
moving the flap to a second position ir/the end at which the valve is open. 
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